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Commissioner for Patents >* ^ Pflr 



Washington, D.C. 20231 
Sir: 
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Pursuant to 37 C.F.R. §1.56, the attention of the Patent and 
Trademark Office is hereby directed to the references listed on the 
attached Form PTO-1449. Copies of each of the references listed on 
Form PTO-1449 are attached. 

Also enclosed is a copy of a Supplementary European Search 
Report bearing a mailing date of May 29, 2002, which was filed in 
a corresponding European Patent Application No. 00 95 6794. The 
USPTO is directed thereto for a concise statement of possible 
relevance of the references cited therein. 



The above information is presented so that the Patent and 
Trademark Office may, in the first instance, determine any 
materiality thereof to the claimed invention. See 37 C.F.R. 
1.104(a) and 1.106(b) concerning the PTO duty to consider and use 
any such information. It is respectfully requested that the 
information be expressly considered during the prosecution of this 
application, and that these references be made of record therein 
and appear among the "References Cited" on any patent to issue 
therefrom. 



June 17, 2002 
Date 

RWP/jmz 

Attorney Docket No . : WATK:211 

PARKHURST & WENDEL, L.L.P. 
1421 Prince Street, Suite 210 
Alexandria, Virginia 22314-2805 
Telephone: (703) 739-0220 



Respectfully submitted, 
PARKHURST & WENDEL, L.L.P. 

Roger W. Parkhurst 
Registration No. 25,177 
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ATTY DOCKET NO 
WATK.211 



SERIAL NO 
09/830,030 



APPLICANT 

Yukihito ICHIKAWA etal. 



FILING DATE 
April 20, 2001 



GROUP 
1764 



Examiner 



DOCUMENT 
NUMBER 



U.S. PATENT DOCUMENTS 



DATE 



NAME 



CLASS 



SUBCLASS 



FILING DATE IF 
APPROPRIATE 



4,845,073 



07/04/1989 



Cyron 



502 



439 



4,318,888 



03/09/1982 



Chapman et al. 



422 



180 



5,853,902 



12/29/1998 



Usui 



428 



593 



FOREIGN PATENT DOCUMENTS 



DOCUMENT 
NUMBER 



DATE 



COUNTRY 



CLASS 



SUBCLASS 



TRANSLATION 
NO YES 



WO 97/45200 



12/04/1997 



WIPO 



0 389 750 



10/03/1990 



EPO 



^55 



Abstract 



0 886 040 



12/23/1998 



EPO 
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7c 



OTHER DOCUMENT(S) (Including Author, Title, Date, Pertinent Pages, Etc.) 



EXAMINER: 



DATE CONSIDERED: 



'EXAMINER: initial it reference considered, whether or not citation is in conformance with MPEP 609; Draw line through citation if not in conformance Include copy of this form with 



next communication to applicant. 



